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the least idea that his daughter had any kind of connection
with his clerk. But at length the circumstance of the affair
transpired in the following manner.
The daughter having gone to Windsor for a few days,
on a visit to her former acquaintance, continued to corre-
spond with Mr Griffiths. On a particular day, when Griffiths
was not at home, it happened that a letter was brought to
the office, directed to this unfortunate man; when one of
the clerks, imagining that it might be of consequence, carried
it to the master, at an adjacent coffee-house. It is impossible
that any language could express the surprise of the old
gentleman when he saw the name of his daughter subscribed
to a letter in which she acknowledged herself as the future
wife of the clerk.
The father knew that Griffiths had no fortune, but he
soon found that he had been master of sufficient art to
prevail on the daughter to believe that he was possessed
of considerable property. Hereupon he represented to his
daughter the great impropriety of her conduct; in answer
to which she said that Mr Griffiths was a man of fortune,
though he had hitherto carefully concealed this circum-
stance from her father. However, it was not long before a
discovery was made which presented Mr Griffiths's situation
in a light equally new and contemptible.
His master, for a considerable time past, had acted as
the solicitor in a capital cause depending in Chancery;
but the determination respecting it had been put off on
account of Lord Somers being removed from the office
of Chancellor and the Great Seal given in commission to
Sir Nathan Wright. The solicitor had received immense
sums while the cause was depending, which he had com-
mitted to the care of his clerk ? but the latter, pressed for
cash to supply his extravagance, purloined some of this
money. At length the cause was determined, and Griffiths
was called upon to account to his master for the money in
his hands.
Alarmed at this sudden demand, he knew not what course
to take.   He came to the resolution of breaking open his
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